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Message Text 


EXDIS-U SNMR SHAPE HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 


E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 


TAGS: NATO, PEPR, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREEK REINTEGRATION INTO NATO - U.S. APPROACHES 


REFS: (A) SHAPE 2182, DTG 161010Z JUN 78 
(B) STATE 144648, DTG 072244Z JUN 78 

FOR AMBASSADORS SPIERS AND MCCLOSKEY FROM THE SECRETARY 


1 . GENERAL HAIG HAS INFORMED US THAT THE GREEKS WOULD 
BE ABLE TO RETURN TO THE NATO INTEGRATED MILITARY STRUCTURE 
IF (A) SEPARATE NATO LAND AND AIR COMMANDS WERE ESTABLISHED 
TO PARALLEL THE IZMIR COMMANDS BEING TAKEN OVER BY THE 
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TURKS, (B) THE SEPARATE GREEK SEA COMMAND WERE REACTIVATED 
AND (C) ON AN "INTERIM BASIS", GREEK AIR AND SEA AREAS OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES (IN THE AEGEAN) REMAINED THOSE OF 1974. 

THE GREEKS REPRESENT THE LATTER CONDITION AS A CONCESSION 
IN THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE NECESSITY OF CHANGE WITH 
SETTLEMENT OF THE GREEK-TURKISH AEGEAN BOUNDARY DISPUTES. 
ON JUNE 3 IN NEW YORK, I ASSURED GREEK PRIME MINISTER 
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KARAMANLIS THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE TO DO WHAT WE COULD 
TO FACILITATE THE PROCESS. 

2. I BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO URGE THE TURKS 

TO ADOPT A FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE TOWARDS GREEK REINTEGRA- 
TION. TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR KARAMANLIS TO ACHIEVE 
THE RETURN OF GREECE TO NATO. IN ADDITION, SINCE A 
DEFEAT OF OUR EFFORTS TO LIFT THE EMBARGO WOULD FIRMLY 
SET THE TURKS AGAINST GREEK RETURN TO NATO - AND, 
CORRESPONDINGLY, ITS LIFTING WOULD MAKE EARLY RETURN 
POLITICALLY DIFFICULT FOR KARAMANLIS— 'T IS IN OUR 
INTEREST TO HAVE THE GREEK REINTEGRATION PLAN APPROVED 
BY TURKSPRIOR TO THE VOTES ON THE HILL. 

3. FOR AMBASSADOR SPIERS: I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS FROM ME TO PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT IN THE COURSE OF YOUR CALL ON HIM NEXT WEEK 
(SEPTEL): 

A. I HAVE LEARNED THAT GENERAL HAIG HAS COMPLETED HIS 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GENERAL DAVOS ON THE REINTEGRATION 
OF GREEK FORCES IN THE NATO MILITARY STRUCTURE. 

B. AS YOU MAY BE AWARE FROM YOUR MILITARY AUTHORITIES, 

THE PLAN ENTAILS SEPARATE NATO LAND, SEA AND AIR 
COMMANDS FOR GREEK FORCES TO PARALLEL THOSE OF THE 
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TURKISH FORCES. THE PLAN WOULD MAINTAIN ON AN INTERIM 
BASIS THE GREEK AND TURKISH AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
EXISTING IN 1974. 

C. I AM INFORMED THAT THESE ARRANGEMENTS ARE SATIS- 
FACTORY FROM A NATO MILITARY POINT OF VIEW. 

D. IN AGREEING THAT THE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD 
BE RESTORED ONLY ON AN INTERIM BASIS, I BELIEVE THE 
GREEKS HAVE MADE A VALUABLE CONCESSION ON THE AEGEAN 
POLITICAL DISPUTES. 

E. OBVIOUSLY, THE DISPUTE IN THE AEGEAN CANNOT BE 
RESOLVED IN NATO. 

F. THE REINTEGRATION OF GREEK FORCES INTO NATO IS 

IN THE INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES, TURKEY AND ALL 
THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE. WE FIRMLY SUPPORT 
GREEK REENTRY. 

G. EARLY NATO APPROVAL OF THIS PLAN TO REINTEGRATE THE 
GREEK FORCES - WHICH WE WILL SUPPORT -COULD IN MY 
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OPINION HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON OUR EFFORTS TO 
LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

H. WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO APPROVE GENERAL HAIG'S 
EFFORTS SO THAT WE MAY MOVE QUICKLY TO MAKE PROGRESS 
IN THIS AREA. 

4. FOR AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY: WOULD YOU PLEASE MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS AND PASS THE 
FOLLOWING FROM ME: 

A. AS I INDICATED IN WASHINGTON, THE UNITED STATES WILL 
CONTINUE TO ASSIST IN THE PROCESS OF GREEK REENTRY INTO 
NATO. 
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B. WE ARE PLEASED BY THE ARRANGEMENTS GENERAL DAVOS 
HAS BEEN ABLE TO WORK OUT WITH GENERAL HAIG. 

C. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW. BASED ON OUR PRELIMINARY 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE ARRANGEMENTS, THEY SATISFY NATO'S 
PRESENT MILITARY REQUIREMENTS AND E APPRECIATE THE 
FLEXIBILITY WHICH YOU THUS FAR HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
SHOW. 

D. WE WILL MAKE EVERY ATTEMPT TO GET THE TURKISH SIDE 
TO AGREE. 

E. AMBASSADOR SPIERS WILL BE ASKING TO SEE PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT NEXT WEEK AND WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH HIM. 

F. WE WILL BOTH HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
THE EMBARGO IS NOT LIFTED, WE WILL FACE A MORE DIFFICULT 
TASK IN FACILITATING GREEK REENTRY INTO NATO. VANCE 
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TAGS: NATO, PEPR, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: GREEK REINTEGRATION INTO NATO - U.S. APPROACHES 

REFS: (A) SHAPE 2182, DTG 161010Z JUN 78 
(B) STATE 144648, DTG 072244Z JUN 78 

FOR AMBASSADORS SPIERS AND MCCLOSKEY FROM THE SECRETARY 
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1 . GENERAL HAIG HAS INFORMED US THAT THE GREEKS WOULD 
BE ABLE TO RETURN TO THE NATO INTEGRATED MILITARY STRUCTURE 
IF (A) SEPARATE NATO LAND AND AIR COMMANDS WERE ESTABLISHED 
TO PARALLEL THE IZMIR COMMANDS BEING TAKEN OVER BY THE 
TURKS, (B) THE SEPARATE GREEK SEA COMMAND WERE REACTIVATED 
AND (C) ON AN "INTERIM BASIS", GREEK AIR AND SEA AREAS OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES (IN THE AEGEAN) REMAINED THOSE OF 1974. 

THE GREEKS REPRESENT THE LATTER CONDITION AS A CONCESSION 
IN THAT THEY ACKNOWLEDGE THE NECESSITY OF CHANGE WITH 
SETTLEMENT OF THE GREEK-TURKISH AEGEAN BOUNDARY DISPUTES. 
ON JUNE 3 IN NEW YORK, I ASSURED GREEK PRIME MINISTER 
KARAMANLIS THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE TO DO WHAT WE COULD 
TO FACILITATE THE PROCESS. 
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2. I BELIEVE THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO URGE THE TURKS 

TO ADOPT A FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE TOWARDS GREEK REINTEGRA- 
TION. TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR KARAMANLIS TO ACHIEVE 
THE RETURN OF GREECE TO NATO. IN ADDITION, SINCE A 
DEFEAT OF OUR EFFORTS TO LIFT THE EMBARGO WOULD FIRMLY 
SET THE TURKS AGAINST GREEK RETURN TO NATO - AND, 
CORRESPONDINGLY, ITS LIFTING WOULD MAKE EARLY RETURN 
POLITICALLY DIFFICULT FOR KARAMANLIS— 'T IS IN OUR 
INTEREST TO HAVE THE GREEK REINTEGRATION PLAN APPROVED 
BY TURKSPRIOR TO THE VOTES ON THE HILL. 

3. FOR AMBASSADOR SPIERS: I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR 
MAKING THE FOLLOWING POINTS FROM ME TO PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT IN THE COURSE OF YOUR CALL ON HIM NEXT WEEK 
(SEPTEL): 

A. I HAVE LEARNED THAT GENERAL HAIG HAS COMPLETED HIS 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GENERAL DAVOS ON THE REINTEGRATION 
OF GREEK FORCES IN THE NATO MILITARY STRUCTURE. 
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B. AS YOU MAY BE AWARE FROM YOUR MILITARY AUTHORITIES, 
THE PLAN ENTAILS SEPARATE NATO LAND, SEA AND AIR 
COMMANDS FOR GREEK FORCES TO PARALLEL THOSE OF THE 
TURKISH FORCES. THE PLAN WOULD MAINTAIN ON AN INTERIM 
BASIS THE GREEK AND TURKISH AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 
EXISTING IN 1974. 

C. I AM INFORMED THAT THESE ARRANGEMENTS ARE SATIS- 
FACTORY FROM A NATO MILITARY POINT OF VIEW. 

D. IN AGREEING THAT THE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD 
BE RESTORED ONLY ON AN INTERIM BASIS, I BELIEVE THE 
GREEKS HAVE MADE A VALUABLE CONCESSION ON THE AEGEAN 
POLITICAL DISPUTES. 

E. OBVIOUSLY, THE DISPUTE IN THE AEGEAN CANNOT BE 
RESOLVED IN NATO. 

F. THE REINTEGRATION OF GREEK FORCES INTO NATO IS 

IN THE INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES, TURKEY AND ALL 
THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ALLIANCE. WE FIRMLY SUPPORT 
GREEK REENTRY. 

G. EARLY NATO APPROVAL OF THIS PLAN TO REINTEGRATE THE 
GREEK FORCES - WHICH WE WILL SUPPORT -COULD IN MY 
OPINION HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON OUR EFFORTS TO 
LIFT THE EMBARGO. 
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H. WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO APPROVE GENERAL HAIG'S 
EFFORTS SO THAT WE MAY MOVE QUICKLY TO MAKE PROGRESS 
IN THIS AREA. 

4. FOR AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY: WOULD YOU PLEASE MAKE AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS AND PASS THE 
FOLLOWING FROM ME: 
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A. AS I INDICATED IN WASHINGTON, THE UNITED STATES WILL 
CONTINUE TO ASSIST IN THE PROCESS OF GREEK REENTRY INTO 
NATO. 

B. WE ARE PLEASED BY THE ARRANGEMENTS GENERAL DAVOS 
HAS BEEN ABLE TO WORK OUT WITH GENERAL HAIG. 

C. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW. BASED ON OUR PRELIMINARY 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE ARRANGEMENTS, THEY SATISFY NATO'S 
PRESENT MILITARY REQUIREMENTS AND E APPRECIATE THE 
FLEXIBILITY WHICH YOU THUS FAR HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
SHOW. 

D. WE WILL MAKE EVERY ATTEMPT TO GET THE TURKISH SIDE 
TO AGREE. 

E. AMBASSADOR SPIERS WILL BE ASKING TO SEE PRIME MINISTER 
ECEVIT NEXT WEEK AND WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER WITH HIM. 

F. WE WILL BOTH HAVE TO KEEP IN MIND, HOWEVER, THAT IF 
THE EMBARGO IS NOT LIFTED, WE WILL FACE A MORE DIFFICULT 
TASK IN FACILITATING GREEK REENTRY INTO NATO. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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